Grad Blast 2026

January 7, 2026
Dear Parents/Guardians of Class of 2026:

Our children are already well into their Senior year, and parents and guardians have started making plans
for Grad Blast. For those of you that might not know, Grad Blast is a celebration held immediately after the
graduation ceremony at Aitkin High School. It was started as a safe alternative to celebrate graduation. Over
the years, individual and community sponsors have donated thousands of dollars to help offset the costs of
this event. This year’s Grad Blast will take place at Aitkin High School from 9:00 PM Friday night until 2:30 AM
Saturday morning.

There are many ways to get information on Grad Blast 2026 happenings. You should be receiving regular
emails from 2526gradblast@gmail.com. If you are not, please email Michelle Alcox-Larson at
2526gradblast@gmail.com and she will get you added. You can also attend our monthly Grad Blast
meetings. They are posted on our Facebook page: AHS Class of 2026 Parent Grad Blast.

The estimated budget for Grad Blast ranges from $30,000.00. Major expenses include decorations,
entertainment, food, and prizes for all that attend. This may seem like an excessive amount of money but
consider this: the class of 2026 is estimated to have approximately 96 seniors. If all seniors attend Grad Blast
and were given a $100.00 prize, the cost would be almost $10,000.00. As you can see, amounts add up
quickly.

Fundraising has been a topic of discussion and conversations have centered around the difficulty of
fundraising with families busy schedules, and not having time to do a lot of fundraisers. We have weighed
the options of trying to organize and hold garage sales and bake sales, which take time and effort, or simply
ask parents to donate extra money to cover costs. A decision was made to ask parents to donate extra
money. The goal is to raise $30,000 through registration fees, parent donations, and fundraising.

It is the mission of the Grad Blast committee to have ALL seniors attend Grad Blast (if that is the student’s
desire), regardless of an individual family’s ability to pay. The committee realizes that not every family can
afford to donate extra money at this time and that is OK. Please read through the attached choices and
select the option that meets your family’s financial needs.

Please return the enclosed Registration Form, with payment, via snail mail, drop it off at Aitkin High School, or
register through Community Ed. Please make payments and donations by March 15, 2026 so we can begin
purchasing items needed.

Early Bird Prizes: Students who register by January 31° and will be entered to win one of 3- 550 dollar cash
prizes.

Follow up phone calls will be made to families that the committee does not hear back from. While students
can still register after March 15th, we cannot guarantee any personalized prizes for these registrants, as we
need time to order and receive.

Please direct any questions or concerns to Michelle Alcox-Larson, Grad Blast President at 218-831-0824

Sincerely,
Aitkin Grad Blast 2026 Committee



Grad Blast 2026

Directions: Complete this form and mail it along with payment to the address at the bottom, drop off at
the High School Office, or register online through Community Education.

Early Bird Deadline: January 31, 2026 - for a chance to win 1 of 3 $50 cash prizes

Requested Registration Deadline: March 15, 2026 - for any personalized gifts

Senior’s Name:

Parent’ Name(s):

Emergency Contact Name/Phone Number:

1. My senior will be attending Grad Blast:
YES

NO (if no, please return form anyway. Students can change their mind about
attending at anytime)

2.1 can help at Grad Blast: YES NO UNSURE AT THIS TIME

3. Please choose the option that meets your family’s financial needs. Monies collected above and beyond
the registration fees are in lieu of fundraising. (Please consider the time and money you typically invest
in fundraising efforts and purchases.)

| am not able to pay my child’s S50 registration fee at this time

S50 Registration Fee

____$75.00 (S50 registration + $25.00 donation)
____$100.00 (S50 registration + $50.00 donation)
__$125.00 (550 registration + $75.00 donation)
____$150.00 (S50 registration + $100.00 donation)
__$175.00 (S50 registration + $125.00 donation)

Other amount (S50 Registration + donation)

Checks should be made payable to Aitkin Grad Blast 2026 and mailed directly to the following address:

Class of 2026 Aitkin Grad Blast
PO Box 18
Aitkin, MN 56431



