
Aitkin High School
Suicide Prevention Protocol Flowchart

*Take suicidal behavior seriously every time
*Take immediate action. Contact the AHS school counselor(s).
*No suicidal student expressing suicidal thoughts should be sent home alone or left
alone during this process.

Note: The student’s ability to see a mental health provider requires parental permission.



Protocol Overview
The risk of suicide is raised when anyone identifies a student as potentially suicidal
because s/he has directly or indirectly expressed suicidal thought (ideation) or
demonstrated other clues or warning signs. Any school employee who has knowledge
of this information must report immediately and directly to the school counselor so that
the student of concern receives appropriate attention. A suicide risk screening will be
completed for every student expressing thoughts of suicide.

If imminent danger exists, call 911. This is especially important if the student of concern
has skipped school altogether or left the campus and concerns for safety exist.

Parent/Guardian Notification
Parents/guardians should always be notified when there are concerns for risk of suicide.

-If a student discloses thoughts of suicide or if the school counselor has reason to
believe there is current risk of suicide, the school counselor will request that the
parent/guardian come to school to participate in the process.
-If a student denies having thoughts of suicide and the school counselor does not have
reason to believe there is a current risk of suicide, the school counselor will still notify
parent/guardian to share concerns.
-If all methods to reach the student’s parent/guardian are exhausted and contact cannot
be made, the School Counselor will either call law enforcement or Aitkin County Health
and Human Services.
-If the parent/guardian is nonresponsive or refuses to assist, the school counselor (as
required by mandatory reporting law) must inform Aitkin County Health and Human
Services regarding the potential neglectful situation. The school counselor will
document the date, time, and parent/guardian’s response.

Exceptions for parent/guardian notification: Abuse or Neglect
Parents/Guardians will not be contacted if there is reasonable cause to suspect that a
student has been or is likely to be abused or neglected. Rather, the school counselor
will make a report to Aitkin County Health and Human Services.




